[Retroperitoneal lymphadenectomy in non-seminomatous stage I, IIa and IIb testicular tumors].
Between 1961 and 1985, 190 retroperitoneal lymph node dissections (RLND) have been performed in the Urological Clinic of the University Hospital of Zurich in patients with low stage (I, IIa, IIb) non seminomatous germ-cell testicular cancer. Indication, operative technic, complications (8,9%, dry ejaculation in 27%) and the results of the operation are pointed out (relapse rate in stage I: 10%, IIa: 35%, IIb: 59% without and 14% with adjuvant chemotherapy). The question is analysed if this primary surgical approach in this primary surgical approach in these stages, simultaneously a diagnostic and therapeutic procedure, is still indicated in the era of efficacious chemotherapy.